
Year 4 Spring 2 – Judaism  
Key facts  

• Yom means ‘day’ in Hebrew and Kippur 
means ‘to atone’. 

• Yom Kippur, also known as ‘Day of 
Atonement,’ is the holiest day of the year for 
Jews. 

• In the 10 days leading up to Yom Kippur, 
Jews will apologise to anyone they might 
have upset or hurt so that God will forgive 
them when the special day comes.  

• This is called Days of Repentance or the Days 
of Awe. Jews will take time to pray, reflect 
on and repent for the things they have done 
wrong over the past year. 

• People will also seek guidance from the 
Torah and give to charity. 

• From sunset the night before Yom Kippur 
until nightfall on the following day, Jews will 
spend most of their time in the synagogue, 
they will also fast, to help them focus on the 
day and remember the pain others may feel. 

• Married Jews wear a special robe called a 
kittel. 

• A shofar (special horn) is blown to make the 
end of Yom Kippur. 

• A big meal is had at the end of Yom Kippur 
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Vocabulary 
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We are thinking about 

         
What is Yom Kippur? 

 
Why is Yom Kippur so important to Jewish 

people? 
 

How do other religions atone for their sins? 

 


