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March's Focus Value is

Dear Parents and Carers

PATIENCE

Today it is exactly a year on from the last ‘normal’ Friday schools experienced before the first Lockdown. On Friday 20
March 2020 we knew that schools would close and that we would be confined to our homes in an attempt to keep
COVID-19 under control. But nobody knew for how long. At that time there was some optimism; maybe it would be over
by the Summer? September? That optimism seems naïve now, as restrictions following a third lockdown are only now
being very cautiously lifted, but this time there is the vaccine, the best cause for hope so far that ‘normality’ is not far
away. Although staff working in schools have not been prioritised, a steadily increasing number at Brunswick have had
their first jab, and the reassurance they feel as a result has come at just the right time as children come back.

They have settled in incredibly well. We have changed as little as possible for the children since the Autumn Term to help
them re-establish routines, including making sure that Miss Rock in Year 5 and Mrs Russell-Burke in Year 4 are still
teaching their classes every day via Google Classroom. It’s been great to see everyone’s faces once again and how much
children have grown, to hear a proper buzz from the playgrounds and see so much enthusiastic learning going on. I am
sure that after such a challenging term so far that you would welcome the opportunity to talk to your children’s teachers
about their learning, progress and wellbeing, and remind you that there are

March and Thursday 25 March.

Zoom Parents’ Evenings on Wednesday 24

You need to book timeslots beforehand using EventBrite. Instructions have already

been sent by emailed letter and are on the school website. If you do not book a slot you will not be able to access the
Parents’ Evenings, as teachers are only able to meet parents with booked appointments. If you have difficulty using
EventBrite, please see the School Office Staff who will help you.

In this letter there is news of our Science Day last week, organised by the brilliant Ms Dina Achilleos. It was a great
success, encouraging children’s thinking and learning practically after such a long time staring at screens. Another
success is guitar lessons with Joe Thorp that started on Wednesday 17 March, for which I am delighted so many children
have signed up. They are really excited to have the opportunity to try something new.

School breaks up for the Spring/Easter Holiday on Wednesday 31 March. The children have just over a fortnight off, and
with the weather hopefully improving, there are details in this letter of the London Wildlife Trust’s Easter Holiday activities,
all of which take place in the open air, which at the Trust’s Centres is relatively fresh and clean. In Camberwell sadly it is
not, and the Mayor of London is running a campaign to encourage drivers to turn their engines off every time they stop to
protect children’s lungs from pollution. More details below.

Finally, as the Government is not funding directly Free School Meal provision during the Easter Break, Southwark Council
is, from its Winter Grant Scheme. This is great news; families in receipt of benefits-related FSM or who have NRPF will
receive

£36 per eligible child on 31 March in the form of e-vouchers from Wonde.

Southwark Council is also providing the

same funding for all the borough’s remaining primary aged children whose families request it, so if you are not entitled to
benefits-related FSM or have NRPF and would like

Wednesday 24 March.

£36 for each of your children over Easter, please let us know before

This actually is free money, with no scam, which for once isn’t too good to be true; do please

take up the offer.
With best wishes for a safe and healthy fortnight ahead
Susannah Bellingham, Head Teacher

As you know, here at Brunswick Park we celebrated British Science Week with our
very own Science Day on Friday 12 March!
The children were very busy with different scientific investigations and interactive
live sessions from Nursery to Year 6. EYFS and Key Stage 1 took part in Online
Science Storytime sessions, explored and re-enacted animal movements while
playing ‘Animal Tag’, as well as taking part in their very own Live Animal Meet and
Greet session. Later on they created bird feeders from scratch; some even came
up with innovative designs of what bird feeders in the future might look like! I’m
sure you’ll be pleasantly intrigued by their ideas.
In Key Stage 2 there were lots and lots going on, from creating a shadow puppet
theatre in Year 3 to investigate Light, to Sound and Egg shell investigations in Year
4, moving on to changes in materials in Year 5 – including making their own slime –
as well as observing different chemical reactions, and finally creating their very
own Circulatory System model in Year 6.
KS2 also got to take part in a live STEM-based activity where the children
completed some cross-curricular learning, and all it took were some bits of A4
paper, Sellotape and a stack of books: the children got to investigate how shapes
of columns affect how strong a structure will be!
STEM-based learning combines Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths to
encourage children to develop a greater understanding of and enthusiasm for the
world around them, while opening them up to amazing opportunities.

In this week’s Newsletter we’ve also included information on the wonderful
STEMAZING Kid’s Club where you can access live online sessions, just like
the one we did in school, that only require very simple and easily accessible
resources.
Visit www.stemazingltd.com/stemazingkids for more information! Please do
check it out, as judging by how well our children did on Science Day, we
definitely have some brilliant Scientists in the making!
Enough of me telling you about it though, how about we show you…..

Engine Off Every Stop
We are lucky that at
the busiest times of
day, Picton Street is
closed to traffic to
assist social distancing
and reduce pollution.
Please look out for this
campaign, and if you
are a driver, get into
the habit of Engine off
every stop.

Free Family Learning Courses
The London Wildlife Trust are excited to be able to offer 4 free family learning courses over the Easter
holidays for Southwark families with children of any age. All the details can be found here:
https://www.wildlondon.org.uk/events?
category=All&tags=1076&suitable_for=All&local_group=&date_from=&date_to=&location=&type=&location
_term=

e-vouchers to spend on food over the Easter Holiday

pleh nac taht ecivda dna secruoseR

gniebllew dna htlaeh latnem ruo gnidraugefaS

NURSERY
From September 2021 we are delighted to be offering full time
places as well as part time places in our Nursery.
Nursery children receive a free lunch/snack and, for a fee, can use
the breakfast club and after school club facilities.
If you qualify for 30 hours' free childcare, your child will be able to
have a full time place, subject to availability. If you qualify for 15
hours' free childcare, you will be able to choose morning or
afternoon sessions for your child, or a combination of both.
Please contact the School Office to find out more and request an
application form.

Getting involved with gardening

You may know that the school has an on site vegetable garden as well as
space at the local allotments on Caspian Street.
This year, we are looking for families who'd like to get involved with the
whole growing process from after Easter, right through to the harvest in mid
September/early October.
If your children and you would like get stuck in, find out more from our TA
Jonny White by emailing him directly on

jwhite33.210@lgflmail.org

To try to make understanding its guidance easier, the Government has
introduced HANDS FACE SPACE.
At school, primary-aged children do HANDS with extra washing and
sanitiser, and
FACE and SPACE by being kept in consistent groups and, if ageappropriate, facing forwards in class.
Parents, carers and visitors need to do all 3:
Regular handwashing/sanitising;
Wearing a face covering over the mouth and nose everywhere on school
premises;
Maintaining social distance inside the school building and on the school
premises including Bantry and Picton Street.

ONE ADULT PER FAMILY IS PERMITTED TO COME INTO THE
PLAYGROUND TO DROP OFF AND COLLECT.
PLEASE KEEP YOUR DISTANCE FROM OTHERS.

Please do not take offence if you are asked to adjust your face covering.
Current guidance recommends adults use them correctly to protect others.

Entering and leaving the school
ALL SCHOOL ENTRANCES AND EXITS ARE ON
BANTRY STREET
EYFS and Years 1 and 2: enter through the KS1 Gate
and exit through the Nursery Gate;
Years 3 and 4 and Resource Base: enter and exit
through the Main Gate;
Years 5 and 6: enter and exit through the Fire Gates.
There are signs, and staff are happy to help you.

If you miss a member of staff with hand sanitiser,
please use the dispensers on the wall by each gate.
PARENTS, CARERS AND VISITORS WEAR FACE
COVERINGS EVERYWHERE ON SCHOOL PREMISES

What can my child bring from home?
As little as possible:
Book bag
PE Kit
Years 5 and 6 only, with parent/carer permission -

mobile

phone (collected, sanitised, stored securely then returned)
Children are given water throughout the day in named,
sanitised cups and at lunchtime with their meals.

What happens at lunchtime?
In Southwark, the Council pays for all children's lunches until they leave
primary school.
Because of COVID-19 restrictions and our caterer's serving policy, we need
to limit numbers in the Dining Hall.
So, most children have a hot lunch and a packed lunch on alternate weeks,
all provided by the School Kitchen.
W/B Monday 22 March, Years 1, 3 and 5 will eat a hot lunch in the Dining
Hall, and Years 2, 4 and 6 will eat a packed lunch in their classrooms.

The week after it will swap over:
Years 2, 4 and 6 will eat a hot lunch in the Dining Hall and Years 1, 3 and 5
will eat a packed lunch in their classrooms.
In the Nursery, children have a daily mid-morning snack. Reception children
and Resource Based pupils have a hot lunch in the Dining Hall every day.

What do I do if my child is ill?
Government Guidance states:
'If anyone in school becomes unwell with a new, continuous cough or a high
temperature, or has a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia),
they must be sent home and be advised to follow the guidance for households with possible
or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection.

This sets out that they must:
• self-isolate for at least 10 days
• arrange to have a test to see if they have coronavirus (COVID-19)'

If your child becomes unwell at home with any of these
symptoms, you must inform the School Office then follow the
guidance:

self-isolate and get a test.
If the test results are negative and your child is well, s/he
should return to school.
If they are positive you must inform the School Office
immediately so the Local Health Protection Team can take
appropriate action.

Term Dates 2020/2021
Autumn Term
HALF TERM 1: Wednesday 2 September 2020 to Friday 23 October 2020
INSET DAYS WEDNESDAY 2, THURSDAY 3 AND FRIDAY 4 SEPTEMBER –
CHILDREN RETURN ON MONDAY 7 SEPTEMBER
HALF TERM BREAK: Monday 26 October 2020 to Friday 30 October 2020
HALF TERM 2: Monday 2 November 2020 to Friday 18 December 2020

Spring Term
HALF TERM 3: Monday 4 January 2021 to Friday 12 February 2021
INSET DAY MONDAY 4 JANUARY – CHILDREN RETURN ON TUESDAY 5 JANUARY
HALF TERM BREAK: Monday 15 February 2021 to Friday 19 February 2021
HALF TERM 4: Monday 22 February 2021 to Wednesday 31 March 2021
Summer Term
HALF TERM 5:

Monday 19 April 2021 to Friday 28 May 2021

(May Day bank holiday will be taken on 3 May)

INSET DAY ON MONDAY 19 APRIL – CHILDREN RETURN ON TUESDAY 20 APRIL
HALF TERM BREAK: Monday 31 May 2021 to Friday 4 June 2021
HALF TERM 6: Monday 7 June 2021 to Friday 23 July 2021
Children finish at 2.00pm on 18 December 2020, 31 March 2021 and 23 July 2021

Reminders to all Parents and Carers
Correct School Uniform:
Please ensure your child comes to school in the
correct uniform. All children must wear black shoes,
black or grey school trousers or skirts and socks and
Hijabs should be plain white, black or grey. Grey or
black shorts or purple checked summer dresses can
be worn in warm weather.
Punctuality:
Please ensure your child arrives to school on time
every day; arriving late is embarrassing and missed
learning time affects achievement and stops your
child from reaching his or her potential.
Parking:
Picton Street is now closed to traffic from 08:30 09:15 and 15:00 - 16:00. If you arrive by car please
factor this in, as you will need to park elsewhere and
walk into Picton Street.

Safeguarding Information
The designated team for
Safeguarding at Brunswick Park
Primary is
Susannah Bellingham
Andrea Inniss-Griffith and
Thomas Moudiotis.
If you have any concerns about
any child, please contact us.
We are committed to
Safeguarding all children and
members of our school community
and take all concerns seriously.

For your information, key school policies are available on request from the School Office and can be downloaded
from the school Website under the ‘Our School’ tab.

Please check the website for further details about what children have been doing and learning in school.

Missed a newsletter? All newsletters are available for download from the School Website under the ‘News’ tab.
http://www.brunswickparkprimary.co.uk

Please look at our website www.brunswickparkprimary.co.uk for links to useful
activities and information and our updated Safeguarding Policy in light of the
Coronavirus Restrictions.
School attendance is now mandatory once again.
If your child is absent from school we will continue making first day absence calls. Home
Learning will only be offered to children who cannot attend school for clinical or public health
reasons. If you choose not to send your child to school we will happily discuss this with you, but
please be aware that non-attendance may result in further action in line with our Whole
School Attendance Policy.

Right to Reply:
19/3/21: Please email the address below to give us constructive
suggestions or comments, including your name and your child’s class.
Thank you.

office@brunswickpark.southwark.sch.uk

