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January's Focus Value is

POSITIVITY.

February's is

HONESTY

Dear Parents and Carers
Most of this newsletter is about remote learning, and I begin it with a thank you; I know in what a difficult position you
have been placed, balancing your own commitments and responsibilities with the demands of home schooling, but you
are doing extremely well. 373 out of 389 children are engaging with learning at the moment - 96% of the total school
population - which is excellent, and we are doing our best to reach the 16 children who at the moment are not. We have
made phone calls, home visits, lent chrome book devices, provided paper packs and passed details to Southwark to
improve access to WiFi at home whilst you have made sure your children have attended the daily Google Meets and
taken part in online lessons. As school is open only to the children of critical workers and to those who for a variety of
reasons might be considered vulnerable, Brunswick is currently running at 28% capacity with 110 children attending. The
Nursery remains fully open. This is broadly in line if a little more than with other local schools. Because of the demands
of teaching the remaining 279 remotely and of a reduction in the number of staff available due to illness and isolation,
our in-school capacity is very close now to being reached, particularly in Reception and Year 1. If your circumstances
change and your family becomes vulnerable, please contact the School Office where staff will put you in touch with
people who will do their best to help. We expect all of our critical worker parents to have contacted us by now.

We are required to follow government guidelines about remote education, and I have written to you several times
already about how it works at Brunswick. The government requires schools to have placed all their remote education
guidance in one document on their websites by 25 January. We did this last week, under the Virtual School button on the
homepage, and I include it in this newsletter too. I hope you find it helpful, and thank you very much for contributing to
the surveys that helped us put our offer together.

Since the last newsletter was sent the government has reversed its decision to instruct schools’ caterers to provide lunch
parcels in accordance with its own guidelines for families in receipt of benefits-related Free School Meals or who have
NRPF to offer supermarket vouchers from Edenred instead. All our eligible families whose children are learning at home
are now receiving these. Southwark is one of 4 London boroughs that pays for the remaining primary-aged children’s
lunches, so we continue to offer improved lunch parcels to those children who are learning at home. There are more
details about them below in this letter. Importantly, the government has stated it will NOT fund Edenred vouchers for
families on FSM over February Half Term. Southwark Council has stepped in, and will fund them instead. During Half
Term, FSM families’ vouchers will come via Wonde.

Finally, during this tough time for us all and for children in particular, from 1-7 February we will be taking part in
Children’s Mental Health Week. This year’s theme is 'Express Yourself', and we will be in touch soon via Google Meets
and Google Classroom with more details. We now know school partial closure will not end soon, so there are details in
this letter of some local half term activities and online resources to support you. Keep doing the great job you are, and
we will continue to work together to make the best of current times.
With best wishes for a safe and healthy fortnight ahead
Susannah Bellingham
Head Teacher

REMOTE EDUCATION PROVISION INFORMATION FOR PARENTS AND CARERS:
This information is on the website under the Virtual School button on the Homepage

WANT TO KNOW WHEN YOUR CHILD'S TEACHER POSTS ON GOOGLE CLASSROOM?
DOWNLOAD THE GOOGLE CLASSROOM APP FROM YOUR APP PROVIDER

CROWDFUNDING FOR LAPTOPS
Southwark Council and the London South Teaching School Alliance have
joined forces to launch a borough-wide ‘Laptops for Learning’ crowdfund
appeal. Money raised through the appeal will be used to buy laptops for
Southwark schools, for the benefit of young people who need them in
order to access online learning. Any donations made to the campaign
will be match-funded by the council. There are still over 2500 children in
Southwark without access to a laptop.

Please help us to get the word out so our school and others can benefit

www.crowdfunder.co.uk/laptopsforlearning
The appeal is also accepting second-hand devices from businesses. If
you know any business owners that may be able to help, please share the
link.

Lunch Parcels
At Brunswick, a parcel like this is available EVERY WEEK for EVERY
CHILD who is learning at home and is not entitled to benefits-related
Free School Meals. The parcel also contains milk (not shown).
Families whose children are learning at home and are in receipt of
benefits-related FSM or who have NRPF have chosen receive
Government vouchers from Edenred instead of parcels.
These lunch parcels for primary-aged children are funded by
Southwark Council as part of their Universal Free School Meals Offer,
and are available to all eligible families that request them.

Parcels are available to collect on FRIDAYS between 11.30am and
3.30pm. They cost you nothing, are a useful extra, and can provide
food for 5 lunches for one child.
So, if your children are learning at home and you don't qualify for
benefits-related FSM, please telephone the School Office to request
parcels. We currently supply about 15 families.
PLEASE COME AND GET THEM!

Coronavirus: how to keep children healthy, happy, learning and
entertained at home
Dear Parents and Carers
Here is your free e-copy of Family First magazine, packed full of
information to help keep children happy, learning & entertained at home
during lockdown- We hope it helps in some way.
Please click on the link below:

https://issuu.com/sevenstarmedia/docs/ff_issue_7_digital211220
Stay safe
The Family First Team

Half Term Activities Years 1-6
Dear Parents and Carers
We are pleased to announce our Tech Holiday Camps are running from 15-19 February 2021 at
Goodrich Community Primary School, SE22
We understand the difficultly providing children with a fun and educational environment at this
current time. As an Ofsted registered provider, we will give enriching childcare enabling parents
to return to work or have a well-deserved rest from home-schooling. We have 5 days of exciting
activities following these themes:
• Bot Builders and Coders
• Ingenious Inventors

– Implement circuitry to make anything from an alarm to a FM Radio!

• Skilful Scientists
• Expert Engineers

– Our popular robot programming course

– Booms, bangs, pops and whizzes

– Fantastically fun! Discover how to construct and make mechanisms move.

• Media Madness

– Have a creative blast, with movie editing and music production

Under government guidance, our educational camps will be available to key worker, critical
worker and vulnerable children. One parent needs to fit the specified requirements listed by the
government to be able to enrol.
Safety is our number one priority and has been when we relaunched in summer 2020 when the
pandemic first hit. Since then, we have managed to complete 3 successful holiday seasons with
overwhelming feedback and meticulous safety procedures. To see our full summer coronavirus
safety video please check the website. In the unlikely event that we have to cancel the camp or
your child is unable to attend then you will receive a refund or the option to swap to another
camp.
With the world becoming more digital, this is the perfect camp to develop STEM skills and keep
your child ahead. Our camps are for ages 5-11 (Years 1- 6) only. The camp is for children who are
eligible to be in school full-ime. Check eligibility on the website. Spaces are limited; for more
information, please see the flyer below or to enrol now simply visit:

www.nextthing.education
Thomas Hutton
Next Thing Education Camps Ltd.

Get active at home with The London PE and School Sport
Network's brilliant live PE lessons on Tuesday afternoons!

What do I do if my child is going to
school and becomes ill?
Government Guidance states:
'If anyone in school becomes unwell with a new, continuous cough or a high
temperature, or has a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia),
they must be sent home and be advised to follow the guidance for households with possible
or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection.

This sets out that they must:
• self-isolate for at least 10 days
• arrange to have a test to see if they have coronavirus (COVID-19)'

If your child becomes unwell at home with any of these
symptoms, you must inform the School Office then follow the
guidance:

self-isolate and get a test.
If the test results are negative and your child is well, s/he
should return to school.
If they are positive you must inform the School Office
immediately so the Local Health Protection Team can take
appropriate action.

To try to make understanding its guidance easier, the
Government has introduced HANDS FACE SPACE.

At school, primary-aged children do HANDS with extra
washing and sanitiser, and
FACE and SPACE by being kept in consistent groups
and, if age-appropriate, facing forwards in class.
Parents, carers and visitors need to do all 3:
Regular handwashing/sanitising;
Wearing a face covering over your nose and mouth
inside the school building;
Maintaining social distance inside AND OUTSIDE the
school building and on the school premises including
Bantry and Picton Street.

IF YOUR CHILD IS AT SCHOOL ONE ADULT PER
FAMILY IS PERMITTED TO COME INTO THE
PLAYGROUND TO DROP OFF AND COLLECT.
PLEASE KEEP YOUR DISTANCE FROM OTHERS.

Term Dates 2020/2021
Autumn Term
HALF TERM 1: Wednesday 2 September 2020 to Friday 23 October 2020
INSET DAYS WEDNESDAY 2, THURSDAY 3 AND FRIDAY 4 SEPTEMBER –
CHILDREN RETURN ON MONDAY 7 SEPTEMBER
HALF TERM BREAK: Monday 26 October 2020 to Friday 30 October 2020
HALF TERM 2: Monday 2 November 2020 to Friday 18 December 2020

Spring Term
HALF TERM 3: Monday 4 January 2021 to Friday 12 February 2021
INSET DAY MONDAY 4 JANUARY – CHILDREN RETURN ON TUESDAY 5 JANUARY
HALF TERM BREAK: Monday 15 February 2021 to Friday 19 February 2021
HALF TERM 4: Monday 22 February 2021 to Wednesday 31 March 2021
Summer Term
HALF TERM 5:

Monday 19 April 2021 to Friday 28 May 2021

(May Day bank holiday will be taken on 3 May)

INSET DAY ON MONDAY 19 APRIL – CHILDREN RETURN ON TUESDAY 20 APRIL
HALF TERM BREAK: Monday 31 May 2021 to Friday 4 June 2021
HALF TERM 6: Monday 7 June 2021 to Friday 23 July 2021
Children finish at 2.00pm on 18 December 2020, 31 March 2021 and 23 July 2021

Reminders to all Parents and Carers
Correct School Uniform:
Please ensure your child comes to school in the
correct uniform. All children must wear black shoes,
black or grey school trousers or skirts and socks and
Hijabs should be plain white, black or grey. Grey or
black shorts or purple checked summer dresses can
be worn in warm weather.
Punctuality:
Please ensure your child arrives to school on time
every day; arriving late is embarrassing and missed
learning time affects achievement and stops your
child from reaching his or her potential.
Parking:
Picton Street is now closed to traffic from 08:30 09:15 and 15:00 - 16:00. If you arrive by car please
factor this in, as you will need to park elsewhere and
walk into Picton Street.

Safeguarding Information
The designated team for
Safeguarding at Brunswick Park
Primary is
Susannah Bellingham
Andrea Inniss-Griffith and
Thomas Moudiotis.
If you have any concerns about
any child, please contact us.
We are committed to
Safeguarding all children and
members of our school community
and take all concerns seriously.

For your information, key school policies are available on request from the School Office and can be downloaded
from the school Website under the ‘Our School’ tab.

Please check the website for further details about what children have been doing and learning in school.

Missed a newsletter? All newsletters are available for download from the School Website under the ‘News’ tab.
http://www.brunswickparkprimary.co.uk

Please look at our website
www.brunswickparkprimary.co.uk for links to
useful information and all letters and
communications, and our updated Safeguarding
Policy in light of the Coronavirus Restrictions.
Right to Reply:
26/1/21: Please email the address below to give us constructive
suggestions or comments, including your name and your child’s class.
Thank you.

office@brunswickpark.southwark.sch.uk

