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October's Focus Value is

EMPATHY, November's is RESPONSIBILITY

Dear Parents and Carers
Thank you for dancing down Bantry Street so enthusiastically this morning! We are celebrating the end of our
first Half Term – 35 school days for the children; 38 for the staff – and all in all it has gone very well. EVERYONE
deserves a break, and whilst restrictions mean we cannot spend the week as we might have liked, I hope there
will be at least some fun to be had.

Yesterday the Government announced that despite Marcus Rashford’s brilliant campaign it would not fund
Free School Meals for children in England over the Half Term Holiday. Last night, Southwark Council promised
that it WOULD, which is excellent news. If your child is in receipt of Free School Meals or has No Recourse to
Public Funds, you will receive Free School Meal Vouchers for next week to your Smartphone via Wonde. We
have sent messages to all those parents and carers to whom this applies. Please remember that the Council
funds school meals for all the borough’s children up to the age of 11; this is not the same as Free School Meals.
Families who qualify for FSM are on low incomes and are entitled to particular benefits. You will know already
if your children get them. If they do, please check your phone and email for vouchers.

Thank you for your patience whilst we set up Google Classroom. You have been given all the information
about it that you need, and all the children who need to access it have done so during school time. We need
to make a change for Parents’ Evening, however. We have discovered that Google Classroom’s waiting areas
are not sophisticated enough to manage an appointments system, so instead for Parents’ Evening we will use
Zoom. If you have not done so already, please make sure you have downloaded Zoom to your device, using
account name that is clearly yours, so when you are admitted to the waiting room before your appointment
your child’s teacher knows who you are. You can still book your slot using EventBrite, and Zoom links will be
sent to you after Half Term.

The children have been doing lots of amazing work and the staff have been busy changing our displays to
showcase it, particularly work inspired by Black Lives Matter and Black History Month. From our Black History
Inspirational People work I have decided to showcase Baroness Floella Benjamin of Beckenham as imagined by
our Key Stage 2 Resource Based pupils. If you get a chance to listen to her recent Desert Island Discs on
Radio 4 via BBC Sounds I really recommend you take it. If there’s anyone on the planet who can make you feel
more positive about life, it’s her.

With best wishes for a safe and healthy Half Term Break. See you again on Monday 2 November.
Susannah Bellingham
Head Teacher

Parents' Evening will be held on ZOOM on
Wednesday 4 and Thursday 5 November - if you have not
done so already, please download the ZOOM App over
Half Term using an account name teachers will recognise
easily
You can still book a slot on EventBrite
If your child receives Free School Meals or you have NRPF,
look out for supermarket vouchers from Wonde on your
phone or device to fund lunches over Half Term
School Services will not operate on public transport
during the October Half Term (26 to 31 October)
The Half Term Break is for ONE WEEK
See you again on Monday 2 November
Have a Great Holiday!

To celebrate Black History Month this year, the children are
learning about inspirational people from the BAME community in
Britain.
Children in Resource Base 2 are learning about the fabulous
Baroness Floella Benjamin of Beckenham. Here she is:

Group
collage by
Ama, Daniel,
Treasure,
Yannis,
Ishaq,
Jamie and
Guleed

Clubs and Activities
Southwark Gymnastics runs clubs in our Sports Hall.
For more information and to book, please visit

www.bookwhen.com/brunswick

Half Term Competition

mreT flaH retfa uneM hcnuL

What happens at lunchtime?
In Southwark, the Council pays for all children's lunches until they leave
primary school.
Because of COVID-19 restrictions, we have to limit numbers in the Dining
Hall.
So, most children have a hot lunch and a packed lunch on alternate weeks,
all provided by the School Kitchen.
After Half Term, Years 2, 4 and 6 will eat a hot lunch in the Dining Hall, and
Years 1, 3 and 5 will eat a packed lunch in their classrooms.

The week after it will swap over:
Years 1, 3 and 5 will eat a hot lunch in the Dining Hall and Years 2, 4 and 6
will eat a packed lunch in their classrooms.
Reception now stay for lunch. It is always a hot lunch in the Dining Hall.

What do I do if my child is ill?
Government Guidance states:
'If anyone in school becomes unwell with a new, continuous cough or a high
temperature, or has a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia),
they must be sent home and be advised to follow the guidance for households with possible
or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection.

This sets out that they must:
• self-isolate for at least 10 days
• arrange to have a test to see if they have coronavirus (COVID-19)'

If your child becomes unwell at home with any of these
symptoms, you must inform the School Office then follow the
guidance:

self-isolate and get a test.
If the test results are negative and your child is well, s/he
should return to school.
If they are positive you must inform the School Office
immediately so the Local Health Protection Team can take
appropriate action.

To try to make understanding its guidance easier, the
Government has introduced HANDS FACE SPACE.

At school, primary-aged children do HANDS with extra
washing and sanitiser, and
FACE and SPACE by being kept in consistent groups
and, if age-appropriate, facing forwards in class.

Parents, carers and visitors need to do all 3:
Regular handwashing/sanitising;
Wearing a face covering inside the school building;
Maintaining social distance inside the school building
and on the school premises including Bantry and Picton
Street.

ONE ADULT PER FAMILY IS PERMITTED TO COME
INTO THE PLAYGROUND TO DROP OFF AND COLLECT.
PLEASE KEEP YOUR DISTANCE FROM OTHERS.

Term Dates 2020/2021
Autumn Term
HALF TERM 1: Wednesday 2 September 2020 to Friday 23 October 2020
INSET DAYS WEDNESDAY 2, THURSDAY 3 AND FRIDAY 4 SEPTEMBER –
CHILDREN RETURN ON MONDAY 7 SEPTEMBER
HALF TERM BREAK: Monday 26 October 2020 to Friday 30 October 2020
HALF TERM 2: Monday 2 November 2020 to Friday 18 December 2020

Spring Term
HALF TERM 3: Monday 4 January 2021 to Friday 12 February 2021
INSET DAY MONDAY 4 JANUARY – CHILDREN RETURN ON TUESDAY 5 JANUARY
HALF TERM BREAK: Monday 15 February 2021 to Friday 19 February 2021
HALF TERM 4: Monday 22 February 2021 to Wednesday 31 March 2021
Summer Term
HALF TERM 5:

Monday 19 April 2021 to Friday 28 May 2021

(May Day bank holiday will be taken on 3 May)

INSET DAY ON MONDAY 19 APRIL – CHILDREN RETURN ON TUESDAY 20 APRIL
HALF TERM BREAK: Monday 31 May 2021 to Friday 4 June 2021
HALF TERM 6: Monday 7 June 2021 to Friday 23 July 2021
Children finish at 2.00pm on 18 December 2020, 31 March 2021 and 23 July 2021

Reminders to all Parents and Carers
Correct School Uniform:
Please ensure your child comes to school in the
correct uniform. All children must wear black shoes,
black or grey school trousers or skirts and socks and
Hijabs should be plain white, black or grey. Grey or
black shorts or purple checked summer dresses can
be worn in warm weather.
Punctuality:
Please ensure your child arrives to school on time
every day; arriving late is embarrassing and missed
learning time affects achievement and stops your
child from reaching his or her potential.
Parking:
Picton Street is now closed to traffic from 08:30 09:15 and 15:00 - 16:00. If you arrive by car please
factor this in, as you will need to park elsewhere and
walk into Picton Street.

Safeguarding Information
The designated team for
Safeguarding at Brunswick Park
Primary is
Susannah Bellingham
Andrea Inniss-Griffith and
Thomas Moudiotis.
If you have any concerns about
any child, please contact us.
We are committed to
Safeguarding all children and
members of our school community
and take all concerns seriously.

For your information, key school policies are available on request from the School Office and can be downloaded
from the school Website under the ‘Our School’ tab.

Please check the website for further details about what children have been doing and learning in school.

Missed a newsletter? All newsletters are available for download from the School Website under the ‘News’ tab.
http://www.brunswickparkprimary.co.uk

Please look at our website www.brunswickparkprimary.co.uk for links to useful
activities and information and our updated Safeguarding Policy in light of the
Coronavirus Restrictions.
School attendance is now mandatory once again.
If your child is absent from school we will continue making first day absence calls. Home
Learning will only be offered to children who cannot attend school for clinical or public health
reasons. If you choose not to send your child to school we will happily discuss this with you, but
please be aware that non-attendance may result in further action in line with our Whole
School Attendance Policy.

Right to Reply:
23/10/20: Please email the address below to give us constructive
suggestions or comments, including your name and your child’s class.
Thank you.

office@brunswickpark.southwark.sch.uk

