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Dear Parents and Carers

September's Focus Value is

RESPECT

I write with exciting news for Brunswick Park in these difficult times - that the school has been asked to represent best
practice in education in

The Parliamentary Review.

Some information about The Parliamentary Review:
The Parliamentary Review is an entirely apolitical publication, as demonstrated by the fact that its two co-chairmen, Lord
Blunkett and Lord Pickles, once sat on different sides of the House of Commons and now do so in the Lords. The
organisations who write for The Review are – for the most part – apolitical themselves, although some are
unapologetically forthright with their views of certain political parties or individuals. This makes for a fascinating series of
articles to suit your tastes and challenge your convictions.
Success for organisations of any size does not always come easily, and The Parliamentary Review is indispensable for
anyone who seeks to make a difference in their sector. It highlights significant developments and concerns for leaders
up and down the country.
Lord Pickles, co-chairman of The Review, has stated that now more than ever it is "critical that we forge new channels of
communication and reinforce existing ones" and this article from Brunswick Park Primary
School is a great way of delivering that.

Brunswick Park Primary School's article can be viewed here:

https://www.theparliamentaryreview.co.uk/organisations/brunswick-park-primary-school
The article also available via the school website. We are very proud that the school has been recognised in this way,
that includes the challenges it faces, as It is vital that as many people as possible know that although schools like
Brunswick provide children with a good start in life, they simply do not have enough money. Our children are our future,
and Government needs to serve them better. Brunswick is seen to be doing a good job: please share the article with as
many people as you can.

The Terms of Office of our two Parent Governors Joy Daniel and Bola Atoyebi have come to an end, so there are now
two vacancies for Parent Governors on the school's Governing Body. If you are interested in becoming a parent
governor at Brunswick Park, there is more information below in this Newsletter. Though there is a time commitment, it is a
great way to learn more about how the school is run and how governors and staff work together to keep improving it.
With best wishes for a safe and healthy fortnight ahead.
Susannah Bellingham
Head Teacher

on our Governing Body - there are 2
vacancies for Parent Governors.
Below is a description of what Governors do
at maintained schools like Brunswick Park:
School governors are one of the largest volunteer forces in the UK. They provide schools with
strategic leadership and accountability for educational and financial performance.

he three core functions of a school governing board are to:

T

Hold school leaders to account for the educational and financial performance of the school
Governors create robust accountability for school leaders through rigorous analysis of
performance data and financial information.
Set the school’s vision and values, and the strategy for achieving this vision
The school’s vision centres on pupil progress and achievement. Working with senior leaders, the
board sets strategic objectives to help the school reach its goals.
Ensure the school’s financial success and probity
The governing board must ensure that the budget delegated to the school by the local authority
is managed effectively, and with regard to value for money.

Responsibilities
Develop the school’s vision and strategy
Set a culture of high educational standards, which promotes staff and pupil wellbeing
Ensure the school follows the National Curriculum, and that all pupils, including those with
special educational needs (SEND), can access the curriculum
Monitor provision for pupils with SEND
Monitor the school’s educational performance, using a range of data sources
Ensure stakeholders (parents, pupils, staff, the local community) are informed and consulted
as appropriate
Approve the school budget
Monitor and evaluate the school’s financial performance
Approve and review school policies, and hold staff to account for their implementation
Ensure the school is compliant with legal requirements, including that all statutory policies
and documents are in place
Carry out the appointment and performance management of the headteacher
Monitor and evaluate the school’s staffing structure(s)
Monitor health and safety in the school
Work in co-operation with the local authority, having regard to any guidance it issues

As a parent governor, your role is:
To bring a parental perspective to the issues discussed – you're not there to speak 'on behalf'
of the parent body
No different from those of other governors
What does this mean in practice?
You're not bringing complaints from parents to the board's attention. Rather, you're
highlighting how governing board decisions impact the school from a parent's perspective.

Skills and experience
Essential:
Critical listening and ability to ask effective questions
Strategic thinking
Excellent communication
Problem-solving and analysis

Desirable:
Understanding of data
Finance and/or accounting knowledge
HR experience
Knowledge of education
Leadership and management skills
Risk management skills
Legal expertise
Marketing and communications skills

Time commitment
Brunswick Park’s Governing Body meets monthly. Whilst there are restrictions in place to
mitigate the spread of COVID-19, meetings are held via ZOOM. Meetings last
approximately 2 – 2.5 hours and start at 6pm. It is expected that all governors attend the
majority of these meetings. The term of office is 4 years.

In addition, governors sit on a committee (or committees) focused on an area of which they
have knowledge, or are particularly interested in, for example the resources committee. As
the circle model of governance is used at Brunswick Park, detailed on the school website,
committees meet when necessary.
Preparation for meetings includes reading papers and preparing questions for senior
leaders.
You will also be expected to undertake any training required to enable you to discharge your
role effectively.
Governors are also expected to visit the school while it is open to pupils regularly, and at
least 3 times per year.
If you would like to know more about becoming a school governor, you can get in touch with
the chair of governors, Anthony Doudle:
Email:

adoudle3.210@lgflmail.org,

or the Head Teacher, Susannah Bellingham, via

office@brunswickpark.southwark.sch.uk

Parent Governors are elected if there are more candidates than vacancies, or
appointed if not.
If you would like to put yourself forward to be a parent governor, please let Anthony
or Susannah know by 9.00am on Monday 5 October 2020.
We're looking forward to hearing from you!

An important letter about NHS Test and Trace

Extra-curricular and After School Clubs
As you know, because of COVID-19 restrictions the school cannot offer as many clubs as
usual. Andrew Payne of Southwark Gymnastics is offering some in our Sports Hall - please ask
him or at the School Office, or see the posters on the gates for more details - and there are
some activities offered in the community, like those detailed below at Soundsteps and Theatre
Peckham:

Theatre Peckham Academy is offering classes to children such as:
Afro Dance Fusion (Mondays, 6pm)
Young Music Producers, Ages 8-11
(Tuesdays Online, 5pm)
Street Dance Academy, Ages 8-11yrs
(Thursdays, 5.30pm)
Classes start in October and cost £55 per term.
Please contact the Theatre directly for further details and to book.

Social Distancing - Update
Young children are not expected to social distance, so in school they are kept in consistent
groups and other measures are taken to limit spreading the virus.

Adults ARE expected to social distance.
Adults understand how to do it and are at greater risk of serious illness caused by COVID-19.

Parents and carers:
Use all available space, including Bantry and Picton Streets, to maintain distance
between adults

at all times;

Wear a face covering if you come inside the school building.
(Face coverings are not needed outside, and children under 12 years old do not need
them in school.)

We are all responsible for our own behaviour: please be patient with
others and avoid crowding at gates or school entrances.
The Rule of 6 does not apply to adults on school premises, as only one
adult per family is permitted to enter them to collect children.
PLEASE STAY APART

Hot lunches at school
When your child is taken over to the Dining Hall (The Brunswick Bistro) for a
hot lunch, there is a choice of main course and dessert. There is always
salad, and there is always fruit. Fresh drinking water is provided safely. The
menu will change later this term, and we make sure there are plenty of

We are teaching them to use their
knives and forks correctly to cut up and eat their food, and would be
grateful if you could do this at home too. People with good manners are
options the children find easy to eat.

remembered, and Respect is this month's Focus Value. Mrs Inniss-Griffith
and Mrs Bellingham are recognising and rewarding children with good table
manners, as they are a very important life skill.

A link to an excellent NHS video to teach children how to use cutlery:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cau5cevLg2U

Information about Packed Lunches
This is an example of a school packed lunch: a
cheese or tuna sandwich, baguette or wrap,
cucumber and carrot, a piece of fruit and a biscuit
or flapjack. The children choose their sandwich
filling beforehand and the kitchen makes it to order.
They eat their lunch in their classroom with drinks of
water from their personal cup.

Packed lunches are made fresh
every morning and are brought
over to the main school in
sanitised crates.

Information about drinking water

Images from each end of the school: above in Reception, children's cups are kept centrally in
the classrooms. All cups are clearly named and children are carefully supervised to drink and
eat their fruit.
Below in Years 5 and 6, cups are kept during the day with the children. Again, all cups are
clearly named. Note that as these children are older, they learn facing forwards to minimise
transmission of the virus.

All cups
and jugs
are
sanitised
every day
in a hot
dishwasher

What happens at lunchtime?
In Southwark, the Council pays for all children's lunches until they leave
primary school.
Because of COVID-19 restrictions, we have to limit numbers in the Dining
Hall.
So, most children have a hot lunch and a packed lunch on alternate weeks,
all provided by the School Kitchen.
This week, Years 1, 3 and 5 ate a hot lunch in the Dining Hall, and Years 2, 4
and 6 ate a packed lunch in their classrooms.

Next week it will swap over:
Years 2, 4 and 6 will eat a hot lunch in the Dining Hall and Years 1, 3 and 5
will eat a packed lunch in their classrooms.
Reception now stay for lunch. It is always a hot lunch in the Dining Hall.

What do I do if my child is ill?
Government Guidance states:
'If anyone in school becomes unwell with a new, continuous cough or a high
temperature, or has a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia),
they must be sent home and be advised to follow the guidance for households with possible
or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection.

This sets out that they must:
• self-isolate for at least 10 days
• arrange to have a test to see if they have coronavirus (COVID-19)'

If your child becomes unwell at home with any of these
symptoms, you must inform the School Office then follow the
guidance:

self-isolate and get a test.
If the test results are negative and your child is well, s/he
should return to school.
If they are positive you must inform the School Office
immediately so the Local Health Protection Team can take
appropriate action.

Entering and leaving the school
ALL SCHOOL ENTRANCES AND EXITS ARE ON
BANTRY STREET
EYFS and Years 1 and 2: enter through the KS1 Gate
and exit through the Nursery Gate;
Years 3 and 4 and Resource Base: enter and exit
through the Main Gate;
Years 5 and 6: enter and exit through the Fire Gates.
There are signs, and staff are happy to help you.

If you miss a member of staff with hand sanitiser,
please use the dispensers on the wall by each gate.

What can my child bring from home?
As little as possible:
Book bag
PE Kit
Years 5 and 6 only, with parent/carer permission -

mobile

phone (collected, sanitised, stored securely then returned)
Children are given water throughout the day in named,
sanitised cups and at lunchtime with their meals.

To try to make understanding its guidance easier, the
Government has introduced HANDS FACE SPACE.

At school, primary-aged children do HANDS with extra
washing and sanitiser, and
FACE and SPACE by being kept in consistent groups
and, if age-appropriate, facing forwards in class.

Parents, carers and visitors need to do all 3:
Regular handwashing/sanitising;
Wearing a face covering inside the school building;
Maintaining social distance inside the school building
and on the school premises including Bantry and Picton
Street.

ONE ADULT PER FAMILY IS PERMITTED TO COME
INTO THE PLAYGROUND TO DROP OFF AND COLLECT.
PLEASE KEEP YOUR DISTANCE FROM OTHERS.

Term Dates 2020/2021
Autumn Term
HALF TERM 1: Wednesday 2 September 2020 to Friday 23 October 2020
INSET DAYS WEDNESDAY 2, THURSDAY 3 AND FRIDAY 4 SEPTEMBER –
CHILDREN RETURN ON MONDAY 7 SEPTEMBER
HALF TERM BREAK: Monday 26 October 2020 to Friday 30 October 2020
HALF TERM 2: Monday 2 November 2020 to Friday 18 December 2020

Spring Term
HALF TERM 3: Monday 4 January 2021 to Friday 12 February 2021
INSET DAY MONDAY 4 JANUARY – CHILDREN RETURN ON TUESDAY 5 JANUARY
HALF TERM BREAK: Monday 15 February 2021 to Friday 19 February 2021
HALF TERM 4: Monday 22 February 2021 to Wednesday 31 March 2021
Summer Term
HALF TERM 5:

Monday 19 April 2021 to Friday 28 May 2021

(May Day bank holiday will be taken on 3 May)

INSET DAY ON MONDAY 19 APRIL – CHILDREN RETURN ON TUESDAY 20 APRIL
HALF TERM BREAK: Monday 31 May 2021 to Friday 4 June 2021
HALF TERM 6: Monday 7 June 2021 to Friday 23 July 2021
Children finish at 2.00pm on 18 December 2020, 31 March 2021 and 23 July 2021

Reminders to all Parents and Carers
Correct School Uniform:
Please ensure your child comes to school in the
correct uniform. All children must wear black shoes,
black or grey school trousers or skirts and socks and
Hijabs should be plain white, black or grey. Grey or
black shorts or purple checked summer dresses can
be worn in warm weather.
Punctuality:
Please ensure your child arrives to school on time
every day; arriving late is embarrassing and missed
learning time affects achievement and stops your
child from reaching his or her potential.
Parking:
Picton Street is now closed to traffic from 08:30 09:15 and 15:00 - 16:00. If you arrive by car please
factor this in, as you will need to park elsewhere and
walk into Picton Street.

Safeguarding Information
The designated team for
Safeguarding at Brunswick Park
Primary is
Susannah Bellingham
Andrea Inniss-Griffith and
Thomas Moudiotis.
If you have any concerns about
any child, please contact us.
We are committed to
Safeguarding all children and
members of our school community
and take all concerns seriously.

For your information, key school policies are available on request from the School Office and can be downloaded
from the school Website under the ‘Our School’ tab.

Please check the website for further details about what children have been doing and learning in school.

Missed a newsletter? All newsletters are available for download from the School Website under the ‘News’ tab.
http://www.brunswickparkprimary.co.uk

Please look at our website www.brunswickparkprimary.co.uk for links to useful
activities and information and our updated Safeguarding Policy in light of the
Coronavirus Restrictions.
School attendance is now mandatory once again.
If your child is absent from school we will continue making first day absence calls. Home
Learning will only be offered to children who cannot attend school for clinical or public health
reasons. If you choose not to send your child to school we will happily discuss this with you, but
please be aware that non-attendance may result in further action in line with our Whole
School Attendance Policy.

Right to Reply:
25/09/20: Please email the address below to give us constructive
suggestions or comments, including your name and your child’s class.
Thank you.

office@brunswickpark.southwark.sch.uk

