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Dear Parents and Carers

The UK has been in a state of lockdown for 7 weeks, or 49 days – 25 of those being school days – and as the

eighth week of restrictions begin, this Newsletter’s focus is on well-being.  Our children are missing their

friends and their freedom, as are we.

Whilst there are those who are fortunate to have support from family, there are many who do not and who

are lonely and frightened.  Being stopped from doing the normal things we do every day causes us anxiety,

particularly when we do not know when we will be allowed to do those normal things again. The impact of

being furloughed or losing work all together when only a short time ago everything was fine is huge and

damaging.

In this Newsletter there are details of how we are improving communication between you and class teachers

about home learning through the use of Class Emails, poems about resilience and hope and links to the

school website, where you will find new information and resources to help you manage anxiety in your

children and in yourselves. It is easy to forget the importance of looking after yourself when there are so many

other people to look after, but it’s like going on a plane (if we ever get to do that again); if there’s trouble you

have to fit your own oxygen mask before you help others with theirs.

There is also information about the importance of character to children’s learning and development, and as

we have always said at Brunswick, it is our personal qualities that count more than any others.  You could be

one of the world’s leading scientists, but if your character is not responsible or empathetic, you could find

that people are no longer willing to listen to you. There is a Character Calendar to copy or download for

primary aged children, and lots of resources for older children too.

Home learning means that children are online even more, so parents and carers need to be even more

vigilant about monitoring what their children do.  Please use the address below – it is also on the website – to

access a safeguarding hub of interactive guidance on setting up parental controls on your children’s devices,

as well as guidance on apps like TikTok, YouTube and Instagram:

https://parenthub.thekeysupport.com?uuid=02c80fa6-9bb8-4a62-bc3e-e02dfa25c3af

The Evelina Children’s Hospital, to which lots of our children have links through assessment, treatment and

therapy, is asking for you to share your support for its work through social media. Details are below.

Finally, yesterday evening the Prime Minister Boris Johnson spoke about the possibility of schools reopening to

some pupils on 1 June.  He stressed this was not definite, and that if reinfection rates increase this would

change.  His announcement raised more questions than it answered, and I am now waiting to receive more

information from government about what it means for Brunswick Park. This is likely to take time.  For now and

in the short-term, nothing has changed, and we will keep going as we have been.  I will provide more

information in the coming days and weeks once I am able to do so.

With best wishes for a healthy, safe and alert fortnight ahead. 

Susannah Bellingham

Head Teacher
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When we say we miss you, 

we really do mean it!

Thanks to all in

Reduced

Provision 

for their hard

work



Class Emails

To improve our service to you, from Monday 11 May your

child's teacher will send home learning via a new Class

Email address.

For example, if your child is in Class 5A, home learning

will come from 5A@brunswickpark.southwark.sch.uk .

Please look out for this, and use the email address to

respond to the teacher directly.  

If your child has a place in the Resource Base, home

learning will still come via the office@ email address.

A letter about this was sent out on Friday 8 May giving

more details and asking for your feedback after a

week's use. 

A copy of the letter is on the school website. 

The Jubilee Centre for Character and Virtues

(https://virtueinsight.wordpress.com/2020/03/27/home-learning-materials)

has created a calendar with 30 days of character building activities for primary school

children. 

For older children, there is a list of creative character-building activities, linked to virtues. 

All of the activities have been designed for children to complete at home, adhering to

social distancing guidelines.  The calendar is below and on the school website.

"I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they

will not be judged by the colour of their skin, but by the content of their character."

Martin Luther King, Jr.

Dr King said that in 1963, but the challenges posed by COVID-19 highlight once again the

importance of character, and how a person's value and worth are defined by it.  

They show us the need for responsibility, care, consideration, generosity, gratitude and courage.
 







A poem for children found by Ms Huszar, written

from them to you:

 

We are the kids of COVID-19,

Time’s like this we never have seen,

No school, no friends, no kisses from nan,

But we’re resilient, we’re tough, and beat this

we can.

We are the kids of the great British lockdown,

Yearning for beaches but unable to leave town,

Our parents now teachers, siblings now

classmates,

Desperate for parks, but confronted by locked

gates.

We are the kids of the Coronavirus fear,

Mummy and Daddy worry, I see every tear,

They worry for us, for future untold,

Missed education, the outlook so cold.

We are the kids forced to distance from all,

Day after day stuck in these four walls,

Wondering when things will get back to before,

Where each day we have something else to

explore.

BUT,

We are the kids that will be remembered forever,

For being brave, for being strong, for sticking

together,

For never complaining or breaking the rules,

Never demanding to see all our friends from our

schools.

We are the kids who were part of the fight

To rebuild this nation, to make us shine bright,

The ones who accepted what we were told to do,

To protect the NHS, the key workers, the old and

vulnerable, and you.

We are the kids that have made you all proud,

We’ve had school with our parents, baked and

laughed loud,

Stayed up late and ate chocolate and slept in

every day,

And we’re making a difference, so this thing

goes away.

 A poem to remind us that society has been here

before, written by Kathleen O’Meara in 1869 just

after the Irish Famine and reprinted in 1918

following the outbreak of Spanish Flu:

 

And people stayed home

and read books and listened

and rested and exercised

and made art and played

and learned new ways of being

and stopped

and listened deeper

someone meditated

someone prayed

someone danced

someone met their shadow

and people began to think differently

and people healed

and in the absence of people who lived in

ignorant ways,

dangerous, meaningless and heartless,

even the earth began to heal

and when the danger ended

and people found each other

grieved for the dead people

and they made new choices

and dreamed of new visions

and created new ways of life

and healed the earth completely

just as they were healed themselves.

Two poems about living with restrictions now, in hope for a better future





Families eligible for Free School Meals or who have NRPF and qualify

are receiving Supermarket Vouchers from Edenred to the value of 

£15 per week per child.

To support families to use the vouchers, the supermarkets have

produced lunch planners; this one is from M&S.

They are a great idea to help you get the most from your vouchers.  

We all need inspiration from time to time!



The Raspberry Pi Foundation has launched a new, free Digital Making at Home

initiative to support parents and young people with coding at home. 

You don’t need any coding experience to join in, and all of their resources and

activities are free forever. 

Every Monday, it releases new themed code-along videos about projects designed

for all levels of ability. It also provides support tutorials for parents who

are interested in learning more about coding tools like Scratch and Python, and

over 200 projects with step-by-step instructions that are accessible online at

any time — all for free.

Sign up now to start receiving free activities suitable to your child's age and ability

straight to your inbox.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE GO TO THE SCHOOL WEBSITE

www.brunswickparkprimary.co.uk

www.brunswickparkprimary.co.uk
Website Updates

We have put lots more resources and links on the school

website to help to support you and your children at home,

including information about safeguarding, managing

anxiety in adults and children and staying fit, healthy,

happy and busy during restrictions.

Do please check it regularly - we hope you find it helpful.



Thank you for doing your best to help your children learn at home.  Many of

us have children at home ourselves, so we understand just how challenging it

is to encourage and help them and keep them entertained whilst doing our

own jobs and organising our lives.  

Everything you need for your child's home learning is available on our

website www.brunswickparkprimary.co.uk and is being sent to you

weekly via email from your child's teacher on Mondays with check-ins on

Wednesdays and Fridays.  There are Bug Club, MyMaths and TTRockstars. 

 There are also BBC Bitesize Daily Lessons and lessons from the National Oak

Academy.

If your device does not support home learning, we can send paper copies to

you.  Please contact the School Office on 020 7525 9033 or

office@brunswickpark.southwark.sch.uk to request these. 

 

Access to Support and Home Learning

BBC Bitesize can be accessed here:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize

More information can be found here:

https://www.thenational.academy/

Everything you need for home learning, and

everything else relating to COVID-19 restrictions

including gaining access to benefits, is on

www.brunswickparkprimary.co.uk



Home Learning and Learning in Reduced Provision
This is a tiny snapshot of the brilliant learning activities the children have been doing at home and in school.  

We have enough images to fill an entire Newsletter of their own several time over!  

Do please keep sending them in; they are a great way of keeping in touch.

Making slime

Wait for it... Bang!

The children in

Reduced

Provision cooked,

baked, made salt

dough, painted,

drew, marbled,

made slime, did

science

experiments and

cared for a

poorly hen.

At home children have been just as

creative, making rainforest models,

designing real food pyramids and

drawing fantastic likenesses of

Charles Darwin and Willy the Wimp.







Safeguarding Information

 

The designated team for

Safeguarding at Brunswick Park

Primary is

Susannah Bellingham

Fiona O’Malley and

Andrea Inniss-Griffith.

 

If you have any concerns about

any child, please contact us.

We are committed to

Safeguarding all children and

members of our school community

and take all concerns seriously.

Right to Reply:

11/05/20: Please email the address below to give us constructive

suggestions or comments, including your name and your child’s class.

Thank you.

For your information, key school policies are available on request from the School Office and can be downloaded

from the school Website under the ‘Our School’ tab.

 

Please check the website for further details about what children have been doing and learning in school.

 

Missed a newsletter? All newsletters are available for download from the School Website under the ‘News’ tab.

http://www.brunswickparkprimary.co.uk

Please look at our website www.brunswickparkprimary.co.uk for links to

home learning and our updated Safeguarding Policy in light of the

Coronavirus Restrictions.

Our Inclusion Team will continue to make welfare calls and visits throughout

the school closure period, and Marjorie Damah, School Home Support

Worker, continues to work 4 days per week as usual.

Please contact the school in the usual way.

office@brunswickpark.southwark.sch.uk

http://brunswickparkprimary.co.uk/

