Salt dough Easter Decorations (Important: These decorations cannot be eaten)
If your adults have some plain flour to spare in the cupboard then you could make Easter decorations using salt dough. Any paint can be used to decorate your shapes to make them cheerful and bright, perfect for Spring! 
How to make salt dough with plain flour
Makes: 1 ball
Preparation: 10 minutes
Cook: up to 3 hours in the oven to dry out depending on the size and thickness of your shapes; check every 20 minutes after the 1st hour, they should feel firm to touch.
You will need:
· An adult to: put on the oven, put your baking tray of shapes in the oven, check the shapes while they are baking, take them out of the oven and put them in a safe place, out of the reach of children, while they are cooling down ready for you to paint them
· Shaped biscuit cutters if you have them, otherwise cut out your own bunny, chick, duckling, lamb and Easter egg shapes from the dough using a round bladed knife (like the kind you use to eat your dinner with) or a plastic knife. Don’t use a sharp knife! Make sure that your adult is with you and watching while you are cutting out your Easter shapes 
· A mixing bowl and a rolling pin, a round bladed or plastic knife to cut with
· PVA glue or a glue stick, acrylic or any children’s paints, paint brushes, wool or string (to thread through the shapes and hang them up), a skewer or cocktail stick
· 1 cupful of plain flour (about 250g)
· Half a cupful of table salt (about 125g)
· Half a cupful of water (about 125ml)

Method
1. Preheat the oven to its lowest setting and line a baking sheet with baking paper or parchment.
2. Mix the flour and salt in a large bowl. Add the water, stir and knead (mix by hand) until it comes together into a ball.
3. Transfer the dough to a floured work surface and shape into your chosen designs. Roll it out and cut out bunny, chick, duckling, lamb and Easter egg shapes or the letters of your name. If you want to hang your decorations up then you will need to make a small hole in the top of your shape for the wool or string to go through (don’t put it in now or you’ll set fire to it in the oven which would be dangerous). You could use a skewer or a toothpick to make the hole; make sure it’s big enough for the wool or string to pass through.
4. Put your finished shapes on the pre-lined baking sheet and bake for up to 3 hrs on the lowest oven setting or until solid.
5. When the shapes are cold, paint them. Let them dry completely and attach the string or ribbon if you want to hang them up. You could make little, white paper circles for the rabbits’ tails and cut out and colour some little orange carrots for them to nibble.  Remember these decorations cannot be eaten because of all the salt (and paint!).
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