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CHARGING POLICY



Introduction

The purpose of the policy is to ensure that there is clarity over those items which the
school will provide free of charge and for those items where there may be a charge.

The policy has been informed by the LA policy and the DfE guidance and compliments
the school's Charging for School Activities Policy, Lettings Policy.

Definition
The school day is defined as: 8:55am — 3:30pm. The lunch break does not form part of
the school day.

Responsibilities
The Head Teacher will ensure that staff are familiar with and correctly apply the
policy.

National Curriculum Education

During the school day all activities that are a necessary part of the National
Curriculum plus religious education will be provided free of charge. This includes any
materials, equipment and transport to take pupils between the school and the
activity. However, it excludes charges made for teaching an individual pupil or
groups of up to four pupils to play a musical instrument.

Voluntary contributions

Whenorganising school trips orvisitstoenrichthecurriculumandtheeducational
experienceofthechildren, the schoolinvites parentstocontributetothe cost. All
contributionsarevoluntary. Ifwedonotreceivesufficientvoluntarycontributions, we may
cancel atrip. Ifa tripgoes ahead, it mayincludechildrenwhose parents havenotpaidany
contribution. Wedonottreatthesechildrendifferentlyfromany others.

If aparentwishestheirchildtotake partina school trip orevent, butisunwillingor unableto
makeavoluntarycontribution,wedoallowthechildtoparticipatefullyin thetriporactivity.
Sometimesthe school paysadditionalcostsinordertosupport thevisit. Parents havearight
toknowhoweachtripisfunded. Theschoolprovidesthisinformationonrequest.

Thefollowingisalist of additional activities, organisedbythe school that require voluntary
contributions from parents. These activities are known as ‘optional extras’. Thislistis
notexhaustive:

e visitstomuseums;

e sporting activities which require transport expenses;
e outdooradventureactivities;

e visitstoorbyatheatrecompany;

e school trips;

e someafterschoolactivities;

e musical events.



Residential visits
Iftheschoolorganisesaresidentialvisitinschooltime,ormainlyinschooltime, whichisto
provideeducation directly relatedtothe National Curriculum, we donot makeanychargefor
theeducationortravelexpenses.

However,wedomakeachargetocoverthecostsofboardandlodgings if pupils are
required to stay overnight.

Eligible benefits

Parents who are in receipt of Free School Meals may be entitled to support for

some of the charges. You would qualify for Free School Meals if you meet the
following criteria:

Income support

Income-based JobseekersAllowance

Employment and Support Allowance — Incomerelated

Pension creditguaranteed

Child Tax Credit, where the parent is not entitled to Working Tax Credit
and whose annual gross income (as assessed by Her Majesty’s Revenue
and Customs) does not exceed £16,190.

Swimming

The school organises swimminglessonsforall childrenfromin Year 3 and 4. These takeplace
inschooltimeandarepartoftheNationalCurriculum.Wetherefore make nochargeforthis
activity. Weinform parentswhenthese lessonsaretotake place,andweaskparentsfortheir
writtenpermissionfortheirchildtotake part.

After-school activities and clubs
Theschooloffersadditionalsportscoaching,danceandclubsafterschool.Many oftheseclubs,
run by teachers, are free of charge. However, a small charge may be made to cover the
cost of additional materials thatare neededsuchas cookingingredients orspecialistart equipment.
Theremayalsobe chargesforsportsand danceclubswhicharedelivered byqualified coachesor
instructors.

School minibus
Wenormallychargeifchildrenaretransportedinaminibustoanextra-curricular activity. The
chargeisusedtocovertheexpensesofthetrip,andnottomakea profit.

Breakages, Damages and Lost Equipment
Parentsmaybeaskedtomake acontributiontowardsrepairorreplacementcaused by their
child’s willful damage or carelessness towards school equipment.

School Meals
Thereisnocharge forschool mealsunderthe Authority’s Free Healthy School Meals
Initiative.



